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Once upon a time in an apartment in a big
city, there lived a muffin maker named Mrs. Lee.

She had two children named Nikki and Nate.

Every day Mrs. Lee baked lots of muffins in
her shop. There were always some muffins that
were not good enough fo sell. They were a little
cracked, a little burnt, or just too crumbly.




Each day Mrs. Lee gave the cracked, burnt,
and crumbly muffins fo her children. They fed
the muffins o animals they met on their walks.
Mrs. Lee had only one rule—the muffins had to
be shared equally so that each animal got the
same number of muffins.




One rainy Monday morning, Mrs. Lee made
some crunchy hazelnut muffins. Four weren’t
good enough tfo sell. Two were crumbly and
two were a little burnt. So Mrs. Lee gave the
four muffins To Nikki and Nafe.
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Mrs. Lee and her children went to the park.
As soon as they sat down on a bench, four
bright-eyed squirrels scampered up to them.

“Hmm ..., said Nate. “Four squirrels and
four muffins. How can we give each squirrel
the same number of muffins?”




They gave a crumbly muffin to the first squirrel,
a crumbly muffin o the second squirrel, a slighfly
burnt muffin to the third squirrel, and the other
burnt muffin fo the fourth squirrel.

“Each squirrel has one muffin,” said Nikki.

“Perfect,’ said Nate.
“Delicious,” thought the squirrels.




The next day was a sunny Tuesday. Mrs. Lee
made corn muffins. This time a half dozen, or
six muffins, weren’t good enough to sell. Two
were Too crumbly, fwo were cracked, and two
were a litfle burnt. So Mrs. Lee gave the six
muffins To Nikki and Nate.




Mrs. Lee, Nikki, and Nafe fook the six muffins
to the playground. Just affer they arrived, three
pigeons swooped down. |

“Hmm ...’ said Nikki. “Three pigeons and six
muffins. How can they share the muffins equally?
Let’s see. I'll give one muffin to each pigeon.”

Nikki counted the muffins that were left. “That
still leaves three muffins,’ she said.

“Okay,” said Nate. “I’ll give each pigeon another
muffin. That’s two for each pigeon.”
“Perfect,” said Nikki.

“Delicious,” thought the pigeons.




The next day was a windy Wednesday. Mrs. Lee
made carrot and cream cheese muffins. This Time
there were four muffins to give to the animails.
Two were slightly burnt and two were a liffle
cracked. Mrs. Lee, Nikki, and Nate took the four
muffins and left their apartment to walk around
the block.
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As Mrs. Lee and the children turned the corner,
they saw their two favorite dogs. |

“We've got muffins!” the children called.

The dogs raced over, fongues flapping. Nikki
looked at the muffins.

“Four muffins and two of you,” she said to the
dogs. “How can you share the muffins equally?”




“I know!” said Nate. “Each dog can get half
of the muffins. That means each dog gets two.”

“Perfect,’ said Nikki.
“Delicious,” thought the dogs.




Mrs. Lee didn’t bake on Thursday. That was her |
shopping day. On Friday, Mrs. Lee baked Nate and
Nikki’s favorite muffins—pumpkin and chocolate
chip.

This fime one muffin was too crumbly, two were
cracked, and two didn’t have quite enough chips.
Mrs. Lee and the children took the five muffins and
walked to the pond.
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At the pond, they saw some geese.

“Geese love muffins,” said Nikki. “I hope
we’ve got enough.” As she opened the muffin
container, Two honking geese waddled over.

“Two geese and five muffins,” said Nate.
“How can the geese share the muffins equally?”




“Let’s see,” said Nikki as she handed out
the muffins. “One for the first goose and one
for the second goose. Then I'll give one more
muffin To each goose.”

“Now each goose has two muffins,” said Nate.
“But there’s still one muffin left,” said Nikki.

“How can they share it equally? I know. Let’s cut
the muffin in half.”

“Perfect,’ said Nate.

“Delicious,” thought the geese.
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Mrs. Lee fook two muffins out of her bag.

“You have both learned so much abouf sharing,”
she said. “Here are two special muffins for you
to share!”

“Perfect,’ said Nikki.
“Delicious,’ said Nate.
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